PARLIAMENTARIAN
To y. Bruce Glazier.                                               Undated.

DEAR GLASIER,

I have not seen Rose1 to-day but I wanted to tell him not
to miss the most important point in Friday's debate, viz.
that Burns was afraid of making his speech before I wound
up. Asquith did that last year and was followed by
Henderson. That is the etiquette and practise of the House.
Burns funked and told us that he insisted upon speaking last.
Rub that in.

The old order changeth. Let it be so. They will get no
better. A thousand pities, a thousand thanks, a thousand
good wishes.

Yours ever,

J. RAMSAY MACDONALD
*******

None the less, despite the solid industry of the Party
as a whole, and the distinction of occasional individual
performances, there could be no doubt that its prospects
were not brightening as the sessions of that first Parlia-
ment drew by. For the country the exciting novelty of
the spectacle of Labour in Parliament had begun to wear
off.

Moreover, not only did the Labour men necessarily
find themselves constantly supporting the Liberal
Government; the Liberal Government, unfortunately,
was not getting very much done. The Lords had begun
to destroy its measures. Under these circumstances,
a certain sense of frustration within the new Party
became inevitable. The rank and file had made great
sacrifices to return its thirty Members to Parliament,
and its hopes of them had been correspondingly high;
yet for the rank and file at any rate, it was not always
easy to see what tangible results were being achieved
by their presence there. It was soon necessary to be
constantly reminding them that

1 Frank Rose, Parliamentary Reporter for the Labour Leader.
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